Workshop Toolkit                   Questions to guide discussions
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UN Decade of ESD:

Workshop to inform the development of southern African guidelines for participation in the UN Decade

Aim of the workshop: 

· To share local / national experiences that may inform the development of guidelines for participation in the UN DESD.
________________________________________________________________________
Some guiding questions for group discussions:
Session 1:  Focus group discussion on contextual challenges
1. What important environmental, social, economic and education policies influence your / your organisation’s educational practice? 

2. What are the key environmental and social issues and risks that you / your organisation are responding to?

3. What are the major challenges in enabling sustainable development in your context?

Session 2:  Focus group discussion on institutional/sectoral context (Try to allocate most of your discussion time to questions 3, 4 and 5). 
1. Describe your institution/sector and your main educational objectives. 
2. Describe the kinds of educational programmes or activities that your organisation / sector is engaged with.  

3. What lessons have you learned that can inform the educational practice of others in the southern African region?

4. What key considerations should be incorporated into the proposed  guidelines? (for policy work, and for ESD practices) 

5. What partnerships, networks and multi-disciplinary strategies have you established and applied in your work and why? Explain how these work.  
Session 3:  Focus group discussion on ESD Practice

* Note:  “Teaching and learning” extends beyond formal school contexts.  When you are discussing challenges, please try to provide examples of how these challenges have been / could be addressed.  Try to provide as much detail as possible in each discussion, as it is this experience that will guide others in the region. 
Discuss any one or more of the following questions. 
1. What kind of teaching and learning processes (methods, approaches, interactions etc.) have you found to be most successful?  Give examples.  Also discuss some of the challenges. 
2. How have you fostered participation in educational practice?  Give examples and discuss some of the challenges.

3. How have you approached the teaching of values and the strengthening of relationships (e.g. Ubuntu) in educational practice? Give examples of successes and/or challenges. 

4. How have you addressed issues of inclusivity (consider learners with special needs, cultural inclusivity etc.) in educational practices. Give examples of successes and/or challenges. 

5. How have you incorporated a focus on creativity and critical thinking in educational practice?  Give examples of successes and/or challenges.

6. How have you worked with indigenous and local knowledge in educational practice? Give examples of successes and/or challenges. 

7. Are there any other aspects of ESD practice that need to be highlighted in the Guidelines Documents?  Please discuss and give examples. 
Session 4:  Focus group discussions on extending ESD practice Note: ESD practice is supported and extended by many different aspects. This discussion is focussed on these. 
Discuss any one or more of the following topics. It is recommended that different interest groups discuss different topics.  Use the questions provided below to guide discussions in each group.  

Categories for interest group discussions: 
· Policy review, development and use

· Advocacy and vision-building 

· Networking and establishing partnerships 

· Institutional capacity building

· Professional development (training)

· Curriculum and programme development work

· Learning support materials development, access and use.

· Information communication technologies (ICTs) 

· Research and innovation

· Monitoring and evaluation

· Working creatively and sustainably with available resources (e.g. funding, time, people etc.)

Questions for each interest group discussion:

1. What is taking place in relation to the key interest you are discussing (choose from the list above). 
2. What has worked well and why?

3. What lessons have you learned that can inform the educational practice of others in the southern African region?

4. What key considerations should be incorporated into the proposed  guidelines? (for policy work, and for ESD practices) 

________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your participation in this workshop, and for sharing your insights 

and experience with others in the southern African region.

Together we can unlock and extend the creativity and potential of our 

region’s people to ensure a better future for all!
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The process is funded by Sida and Danida through the SADC Regional Environmental Education Programme
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