Workshop Toolkit

Document outline 
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Suggested broad outline for guideline documents: 

Proposed Title: Southern African Guidelines 
For Participation In The UN Decade Of ESD
Section 1: ESD in southern Africa

Orientation to the guidelines document

This section could provide a brief orientation to the document, its history, purpose and ways of working with the document. 

Orientation to ESD in southern Africa 

This section could provide the historical and policy-based orientation to ESD. It could outline the opportunities and priorities for ESD.  It could also consider the values framework guiding the Decade of ESD. 

Contextual realities and ESD in southern Africa

This section could provide an overview of the main contextual realities that are shaping southern Africa’s development path.  It could, for example consider the economic development strategies (as outlined in the SADC RISDP) as well as the environmental priorities in terms of southern Africa’s dependence on her natural resources (ecological sustainability), as well as key social well-being priorities such as health risks and gender relations. The purpose would be to map the implications for ESD policy and practice. 

Sustainable Development and education in southern Africa 

This section could briefly overview current debates about sustainable development, with a view to guiding educational practices. 

Section 2:  Broad-based participation in the UN Decade of ESD

This section could consider how different stakeholders and different sectors can participate in the UN Decade of ESD, through drawing on examples of practice and experience in the sub-region. A range of different sectors and how they can participate in the UN DESD could be considered, for example: 
Business and industry

Formal education (schools)

Vocational education and training

Higher Education Institutions

Local government

Regional organisations

NGO’s, CBO’s etc

This section could also emphasise different kinds of partnerships, multi-sectoral collaboration and integration as well as strategies for the sustainable utilisation of resources. 

Section 3:  ESD practice 

This section could focus on providing guidelines for key dimensions of ESD practice notably:

· Responding to environment and development priorities, challenges, issues and risks

· Teaching and learning interactions

· Participation in learning

· Values and strengthening of relationships in learning

· Inclusivity in educational practices

· Working with indigenous and local knowledges 

· Creativity and critical thinking 

Section 4:   Supporting and extending ESD practice 

This section could focus on actions that support and extend good ESD practice notably:

· Policy review, development and use

· Advocacy and vision building 

· Networking and establishing partnerships

· Institutional capacity building 

· Professional development (training)

· Curriculum and programme development

· Learning support materials development and use

· Research and innovation
· ICT’s (Information Communication Technologies)
· Monitoring and evaluation 

· Working creatively with resources 
NOTE: This initial framework has been adapted from the UN DESD Implementation Plan, with consideration for southern African contexts and experience.
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The process is funded by Sida and Danida through the SADC Regional Environmental Education Programme
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